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Board of registrars may request that
naturalized citizen present naturali-
zation papers to establish that he or
she is eligible to vote.

Dear Mr. Siegelman:

I am responding to your request for an opinion of March 9,
1984, concerning a naturalized American who has been asked to
show proof of naturalization prior to registering to vote. You
state:

"I would appreciate vour formal opinion as
to whether the applicant for voter registra-
tion must furnish copies of naturalization
papers to the Board of Registrars when reg-
istering or is it the responsibility of the
Board of Registrars to determine each indi-
vidual's eligibility to vote."

In response to your inquiry, Section 17-4-123, Code of
Alabama 1975, provides in part:

"Any person making application to the
board of registrars who fails to
establish by evidence +to the reasonable
satisfaction of the board of registrars
that he or she is qualified +to register,
may be refused registration.”

As vou can see, this section places the burden or responsi-
bility on the applicant to provide information sufficient to
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reasonably satisfy the members of the board that he or she is
qualified to vote. The board may request such things as a
drivers license or social security number to establish that a
person is a resident or is old enough to vote. Similarly, they
may request naturalization papers to establish that a person is
a citizen. I find nothing unreasonable or unlawful in this

regquest.
Very truly yours,

CHARLES A. GRADDICK
Acttorney General

By-
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LINDA C. BRELAND
LCB/mi Agsistant Attorney General



